Winter 2022

Newsletter
Highlights in this Issue:
President’s Message
Archivist Column:
1905 Needlework
Barns Poster on Display

2

2022 Heritage Day Scheduled
New Barn Project Summary
Brochure now Available
Courthouse Winter Hours

3

Sadness and Great Loss Comes to the SCHS

John
Adamson

Bruce
Alger

Historic Building Series
Union Church - Mt. Jackson 4
Book Updates
Genealogy Resources Listed
250th Anniversary Update
John Adamson Remembered
Library 2022 Events
2022 Barn Calendar Available
Memorials Received

New Life Members
Joan Anderson
William & Diane Warren

New Members
Mike Tingen
Karen Connair
Duane Dura
Michael Hasty
Patricia Norwood
Kim Yeck
Patricia Early
Marcia Coffman Hicks
Anne Olinger
Andy Schroeder
Gloria Osborn

5

6

John Adamson, loving husband of SCHS
President, Barbara Adamson, passed away
suddenly of natural causes on Nov. 19, 2021.
John joined the SCHS board in 2004, always
offering his support to Barbara and board members and launching several important projects
for the Society.
He began research for his book, A Pictorial
History of Shenandoah County: 50 Years
through the Lens of Hugh Morrison, Jr., in 2006.
The publication of the book in 2007 was followed by his guest curation with the staff of the
Museum of the Shenandoah Valley of the exhibit featuring the work of Hugh Morrison, “As
Good As Can Be,” in 2011. This very successful
exhibit was a collaboration between SCHS,
MSV, Woodstock Museum, Morrison family
members and private contributors.
Always interested in historic architecture,
John began writing a column for the SCHS
quarterly newsletter, a Continuing Series on
Historic Buildings in Shenandoah County. He
featured many houses, outbuildings and barns
throughout the county and from different eras of
our history.
In 2017 John began a new project, The
Barns of Shenandoah County, which was intended to document every possible barn that
was built before 1950. This project was sparked
by a conversation with local artist, Sally Veach,
who was concerned about the disappearance of
our historic barns and wanted to do something
to promote their preservation.
(Continued on Page 3)

Calvin Bruce Alger, of New Market, who has
been a Board Member since 2014, passed
away on October 7, 2021.
Bruce was known throughout the County as
“Mr. Baseball”, having entered his 59th year
supporting the New Market Rebels organization
and the Valley Baseball League. Bruce has
been a supporter and/or member of the Rebels
organization since 1965 and has served in every available position within the organization
during that time. He had He has also served as
the “Voice of the Rebels” for 47 years and has
been behind the microphone for over 1000 Rebel home games. He was inducted in the Valley
Baseball League Hall of Fame on July 7, 2019.
He was awarded the positions of President/
General Manager of the New Market Rebels
Baseball organization for the second time on
July 4, 2001. He had led the Rebels to Valley
Baseball League Championships in 2002 and
2018 and runner-up finishes in 1981 and 2003.
Bruce divided his time as evenly as possible
throughout the community. He was a member
of the New Market Chamber of Commerce and
was the recipient of the Chamber of Commerce
President’s Award for Outstanding Community
Service in 2002. The New Market Chamber of
Commerce also honored and awarded Bruce
as the recipient of their Outstanding Citizen of
the Year in 2009. The New Market Shockers of
the Rockingham County Baseball League presented Bruce with a Bobby Strickler Honorary
Award for outstanding dedication to the game
of baseball in 2016.
(Continued on Page 3)
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This 1905 framed needlework production contains the signatures of 57
Shenandoah County residents.
The exact origins of the item is unknown. It would have been produced
for a special occasion such as a wedding, family gathering, community
event, etc.
These 57 individuals are from a
variety of families that lived throughout
Shenandoah County. Some are listed
by their nicknames such as “Little Louie” but most contain their full name.
Each is unique so it appears to have
been based on their actual signature.
1905 Needlework, Copenhaver Collection, Truban Archives, Shenandoah
The Shenandoah County Library’s
County Library, Edinburg, Virginia
Truban Archives contains a variety of
artwork like this in its collection. These items, including drawings, paintings, needlework, etc., were
either produced by local residents or depict our community. Visit to learn more about the items in our
collection or if you are interested in donating historic items, don’t hesitate to contact us.

Message from the President
I’m floundering for words and so will simply
thank everyone for their kind words of comfort
about the loss of John. He has left a hole in our
hearts but please know that your words and
gestures are very meaningful to me and our
family. John thoroughly enjoyed the many people he met in Shenandoah County (and beyond)
because of the Historic Barns program. It meant
a lot to him that so many care about their barns,
as he did.
I will take a moment to thank the SCHS
board and volunteers who make everything we
do possible. I especially thank those who have
helped us keep the Historic Courthouse open for
visitors this season. They include Anna Mae
Ortgies, Gloria Boone, Billy Boone, Sharon Lee,
Susan Walls, Kevin Frazier, Sallie Raynor, Dennis Atwood, Robert Frye, Margie Tackett, Liz
Sollenberger, Jim Stevenson, Kim Stevenson,
Meg Trott, Janet Wagniere and C.F. Wagniere.
Everyone deserves a winter break! Many thanks
to Kathy Rivers for continuing as our family history researcher.
John would be pleased that the large poster
created for the barn’s tree ring science project is
now being exhibited at the Edinburg Mill. He
was also pleased that Andy Thayer (former
SCHS board member) was able to find wood
from a 1907 barn for the framing of the poster.
Thank you, Andy.
Please accept my best wishes for a Merry
Christmas and a happy, healthy and prosperous
New Year. Please wear your mask, get vaccinated and take care of yourself and your family and friends.

Historic Barns of Shenandoah
County – A Project to Enrich
Agricultural Heritage Using Tree
Ring Science
An important element of the effort to document historic barns is the sharing of information.
Besides presenting programs, writing articles
and producing brochures, the barn project also
includes the creation of a large, framed poster to
be displayed in various public places in Shenandoah County.
The first location for display is the Shenandoah Valley Cultural Heritage Museum at the
Edinburg Mill. Additional locations will be arranged in the coming months but we’re pleased
to have the poster start at the Mill since it’s one
of the few museums in the county that is open
throughout the year (Mon.-Sat., 9:30 to 5:30 and
Noon to 5 on Sundays).
Our thanks to Virginia Humanities for their
financial support of this very successful project.
A free copies of the brochure is available to anyone who wishes to have a copy of the poster.
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Alger -

(Continued from Page 1)

Bruce joined the SCHS Board in 2014
where he was a lifetime member and Chair
of the Church History Committee and he was
also a member of the New Market Historical
Society. He has served as a council member
and past Council President for Reformation
Lutheran Church in New Market where he
also served the church as an Assisting Minister and as Chairperson of the Worship, Music
and The Arts Committee, as well as numerous other committees. Bruce was a member
of the New Market Fraternal Order of Eagles
Aerie No. 4264, the New Market Rotary Club.
Bruce was named a Paul Harris Fellow in
June 2018 by the Rotary Foundation of Rotary International. He served as Vice President/
Treasurer of the New Market Community
Center and represented the Town of New
Market on the Shenandoah County Parks
and Recreation Advisory Board. He served
on the Executive Committee for Shenandoah
County Parks and Recreation, and also
served the Town of New Market on the Our
Town Development Committee and the New
Market Economic Development Committee.
Bruce previously held the position of Vice
President of the Stonewall Jackson Alumni
Association Board where he was a graduate
in the Class of 1971.
In the past Bruce has also served on the
New Market Fire Department Financial Control Board, where in 2006 he received a Certificate of Appreciation for community service, the New Market Jaycees and the Town
of New Market Parks and Recreation Committee. For many years Bruce voluntarily
offered his services as a volunteer coach for
the Shenandoah County Parks and Recreation Department’s youth basketball program
as well as the Mt. Jackson/New Market Little
League, Senior League and All-Star programs.
On November 16 1991, he married the
former Sylvia Lynne Rader who preceded
him in death.

Reminder:
Historic Courthouse
Winter Hours
As has been the practice for the past few
years, the Visitor Center and Museum at
the Shenandoah County Historic Courthouse in Woodstock, VA will be closed for
the months of January and February, 2022.
We will open on Friday, March 4th and
continue to be open every Friday and Saturday thereafter, from 11:00 AM to 4:00
PM.
During the two months we are closed,
we will continue to process mail orders for
books. Private appointments for tours can
also be arranged by e-mailing us at:
schs.va@gmail.com or leaving a message
at 540-459-1795.

Adamson - (Continued from Page 1)
John and his team of Anne Dellinger,
Sharon Weatherholtz and Kent Womack,
plus many barn owners, explored 285
barns in Shenandoah County. In 2018 he
nominated Shenandoah County barns to
be included on Preservation Virginia’s
annual List of Endangered Historic Places in VA. As a result, Shenandoah County and Shenandoah Valley barns were
included on the list that year.
His meticulous data (available on
the SCHS website) caught the attention
of dendroarchaeologist Dr. Kristen de
Graauw. The collaboration that followed
resulted in the tree ring science dating of
six county barns and associated brochures and programs. John’s intent was
to publish a book about Shenandoah
County barns, a project that unfortunately
never came to fruition.
In October, 2020 John received the
Historic Preservation Recognition Award
from the National Society of the DAR,
Narrow Passage Chapter for his work in
historic preservation.
John was born in Pittsburgh, PA on
Nov. 3, 1947. He was raised in Arlington,
Va. where he was a record breaking
track star at Yorktown High School. He
attended Virginia Polytechnic Institute,
earning a B.S. degree in Statistics and
running track. His college track relay
team exceled in the 4x100 and 4x200
and recently reconnected to collaborate
on a writing project focused on those
invaluable experiences and friendships.
John later earned a Master of Commerce
degree from the University of Richmond.
John’s career was spent at C&P
Telephone, later Bell Atlantic/Verizon,
where he served in a multitude of roles
from Planning and Design Field Engineer
to Director of Long Distance Operations
over a commendable 30 years. He was
also an Army veteran. John and Barbara
are the parents of a son, Matthew (Erika),
and daughter, Marjorie Lee (Mark), two
granddaughters and one grandson
In 1998, John and Barbara retired to
Strasburg where they quickly became
active in numerous local organizations
and John nurtured his passions for history, craftsmanship and the outdoors. He
long had an interest in history in general,
military history in particular, in Kentucky
long rifles and was a member of the Kentucky Rifle Association. He enjoyed giving presentations to local groups that
shared his interests in history.
At the time of his passing, John was
a member of the Board of Directors for
SCHS, the Strasburg Museum, Belle
Grove Inc. and the National Barn Alliance. He was an active member of the
National Trust for Historic Preservation
and past chair of the Federal Advisory
Commission for the Cedar Creek and
Belle Grove National Historical Park. He
was past chairman of Belle Grove, Inc.
(Continued on Page 6)

Shenandoah County
Heritage Day 2022
Planned
Among the many activities taking
place during Shenandoah County’s 250th
celebration this year will be our annual
Heritage Day, to be held on Saturday, April
9, 2022 from 11:00AM – 3:00PM. The location has not yet been determined, so
please stay tuned for more information.
Our focus in 2022 will be Shenandoah
County family histories. We hope to see
family records, photographs, family trees
and other information and artifacts about
not only the early settlers who came to
Shenandoah County, but those families
who have arrived since 1772 up until the
present. We want to celebrate the county’s
rich family histories while also celebrating
our continued diversity and all the families
who have made Shenandoah County a
wonderful place to live and work.
Heritage Day is hosted jointly by
SCHS and the Shenandoah County Library Truban Archives. If you would like to
have a table at Heritage Day, you may
contact us at 540- 459-1795 (leave a message), email us at schs.va@gmail.com. Or
contact county archivist, Zach Hottel, at
zhottel@countylib.org. There is no fee for
participation.
While family history is the primary
focus of Heritage Day 2022, we also invite
participants to bring exhibits on other topics of county history such as churches,
houses, communities, etc.

New Barn Project Report
Brochure Available
The SCHS has recently published a
new brochure
which is a summary report of
the ongoing
Barn Project
using tree-ring
science to establish the construction dates
of six historic
Shenandoah
County barns.
The report is
printed as a
twelve panel
color brochure
with explanation
of the tree-ring
dating process
and the findings
for all six barns.
If you would
like to receive a
copy of this report, please send us a note, along with $1
for postage and handling to:
SCHS Historic Barn Project
P.O. Box 506
Edinburg VA 22824
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ª Continuing Series on Historic Buildings in Shenandoah County ª
The small red church in the center of
Mt. Jackson was made possible by Reuben Moore, who in his will dated June 22,
1822, states the following: I likewise give
the school house that stands beyond Pollocks and the left of the main road with
about three quarters of an acre of land to it
more or less. I likewise give and ad(?) to
the house and lot already named one half
acre of land that I purchased of Alexander
Doyl and hold his deed for it. I give and it is
my will that the house and lots of land be
and remain for the free use of a meeting
house, school house and burying ground
forever to be free for all Christian ministers
of any society to preach in _.” One of these
lots is the land where the Union Church
and cemetery are today. Mr. Moore died in
1827.
About 1825, Mrs. Elizabeth Steenbergen (wife of William Steenbergen of Mt.
Airy Farm) was instrumental in getting the
church constructed.
History has it that during the Civil War,
the church was used a hospital, a stable
and a place where local women made uniforms for the men at war. A letter to the
Rockingham Register dated May 29,1861
stated “A new Company recently organized
at Mt. Jackson – known as Allen’s Infantry,
numbering 60-70 men will be mustered at
Staunton into the Confederate Army”. The
ladies in town offered to make their uniforms. In Margaret Muse Pennybacker’s
unpublished manuscript, “War Memories”,
she writes that uniforms as well as tents for
Company G of 33rd Virginia were cut out
and seamed by the town ladies in the
church.
The church was lighted by candles in
chandeliers. The original entrance was on
the east side of the church (east entrance
is still visible by the outline of the bricks)
and the pulpit occupied the west side.
There was a gallery on the north side in
addition to the one on the south side.
About 1868 after the war, the entrance was
changed and the interior arrangement was
made to the current shape.
Over the years, other denominations –
Lutherans, Methodists, Episcopalians, Reformed, Presbyterians and Christians used
the church while building their own churches. In the mid -1950s, the Mennonite faith
also used the church.
In 1883, Rev. George A.
Whitmore, a Reformed Church minister,
organized members of the Reformed
Church living in or around Mt. Jackson into
a congregation. The church was then
called Emanuel Church. Due to the decline
in membership, the Emanuel Church
closed during the 1920s and remaining
members transferred to Grace Reformed &
Evangelical Church at Rinkerton, Va. (west
of Mt. Jackson).

John Adamson with Long Rifles during Mt. Jackson
Harvest Days on Oct. 30th. Note graffiti on wall.

Example of graffiti on church walls.

In the early 1990s, restoration work
was done on the church. While working
on the plaster, names and dates of early
town citizens were found written on the
walls under layers of paint in the south
balcony. 3 names of well know citizens
were among several found - William Sigler, a town merchant with a date of April
25, 1857, Brother Rude (the Rev A.R.
Rude- Lutheran minister) and E. McCan
(n) Esq PM (postmaster in town 1844548). Also discovered was a sketch of a
rooster. On the north wall names believed to be Union soldiers were uncovered. Belief is that they were there recuperating from wounds suffered in a local
battle or just to rest.
In 1963, the mayor of Mt. Jackson
requested the Shenandoah Circuit Court
to appoint trustees to oversee upkeep
and maintenance of the church. Current
trustees represent the Lutheran, Methodist and Episcopal churches plus a member from the Mt. Jackson Garden Club.
As to the cemetery, in 1934 a group
of town ladies were concerned about the
condition of the cemetery as it had been
neglected for many years and was overgrown with weeds and brush. They organized into the Mt. Jackson Garden Club
and enlisted the community to help clean
up the cemetery. Gravestones were
straightened, repaired or reset and
shrubs and bulbs were planted.
The cemetery represents many of the
early citizens of the town, ie. Moores,
Allens, Ripleys, Birds, Siglers and Pennybackers. The earliest known burial was
about 1825 for Elizabeth, consort of
Richard Miller. Consort meant companion prior to the war. Sometimes the word
RELIC is seen on gravestones and
means “forsaken or left” in reference to a
widow. The most recent burial was in
1920 and is on the east side of the
church.
The cemetery is the resting place for
Daniel Gray, Revolutionary War soldier
and is marked with a DAR marker. Several soldiers from the Civil War are located here. One is Capt. Hugh Thompson
Ramsey Koontz who was killed in action
Oct. 6, 1864 in a skirmish near Mt. Clifton
west of Mt. Jackson. Also, Capt. Dewitt
Clinton Jordan, son-in-law of William
Sigler is buried in the cemetery. Mrs.
Elizabeth Steenbergen, her husband
William and their daughter Sarah are
buried in the front of the cemetery. William Steenbergen died before his wife
Elizabeth and she later married Rev.
A.R. Rude, the Lutheran minister in town.
For many years, Mr. Steenbergen’s
gravestone sat on 4 pillars but the pillars
collapsed years ago and his marker is a
flat slab on the ground.
(Continued on Page 5)
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Union Church -

(Cont. from Page 4)

Books Available

Genealogy Resources
You May Have Missed
American Ancestors
www.americanancestors.org/

“American Ancestors and
New England Historic Genealogical Society (NEHGS) is
America’s founding genealogical organization and the most
respected name in family history. Established in 1845, they
are the nation’s leading comprehensive resource for family
John Wayland completed an history research and the largest
Society of its kind in the world.
inventory of the cemetery
They provide expert family
gravestones in 1929. In his
history
services through their
notes he stated that in a few
staff, original scholarship, datayears, the cemetery may be
turned into a park which was rich website, educational opprevented due to the work of portunities, and research center
the Mt. Jackson Garden Club. to help family historians of all
levels explore their past and
When Route 11 was widened during the 1930s, sever- understand their families’
al grave markers located too unique place in history.”
close to the road were reloThe Great Parchment Book
cated to the cemetery next to www.greatparchmentbook.org/
Triplett Tech south of town.
They are easily located as
The Great Parchment Book
they are flat slabs.
of The Honourable The Irish
Society is a major survey, compiled in 1639 by a Commission
instituted under the Great Seal
by Charles I, of all those estates in Derry managed by the
City of London through the Irish
Society and the City of London
livery companies. It represents
a hugely important source for
the City of London’s role in the
John Adamson with Long rifles at
Protestant colonisation and
Union Church .
administration of Ulster.
After spending the day at
Damaged as the result of a
the church during the recent
fire at Guildhall in 1786, it has
Mt. Jackson Harvest Days on been unavailable to researchOct. 30th, John had intended ers for over 200 years. Howevto feature the building in this
er, the manuscript has reissue of the newsletter for his mained part of the City of Lonregular column on notable
don’s collections London Metbuildings in the County.
ropolitan Archives (LMA referThank you to Kenna
ence CLA/049/EM/02/018.) As
Fansler for preparing this
part of the 2013 commemoraarticle. As references, he
tions in Derry of the 400th annilisted: John Wayland’s History versary of the building of the
of Shenandoah County, The
city walls, it was decided to
Reformed Church 1915 Mill
attempt to make the Great
Creek Charge Annual Report, Parchment Book available as a
Mt. Jackson “The Past of the central point of an exhibition in
Present of the Future, the Mt. Derry’s Guildhall.
(Reprinted from:
Jackson Museum file on the
Michigan Genealogical Soc.)
Union Church and Barbara
Pifer. Photos used are from
the church web page.
The church relies strictly
on donations. If one wishes to
make a donation, a check
payable to Union Church can
be mailed to Marsha Brownfield (Treasurer), 182 Boiling
Springs Road, Quicksburg,
Va. 22847

Plans for the Shenandoah
County 250 Commemoration are
well underway. Check out the
website at www.sc250.org for
details. Events currently planned
for 2022 are listed and the committee welcomes additions to the
list. The website includes an application under the Partnership
button for inclusion of 250
themed events. There is a February 1 deadline to be included in
the 250 commemorative book but
events may be added to the website at any time.
Our first big event is the
Shenandoah County 250th Birthday Bash, to be held on Saturday, March 26 from 6 PM -8 PM
at the Virginia Museum of the
Civil War in New Market. The
party will be open to the public at
no charge. There will also be
other activities taking place that
day in New Market for you to
enjoy.
The committee is in the process of soliciting sponsors in
support of our activities. You’ll
find details on the website. We
hope that many of you will consider donating and becoming a
part of this important endeavor
celebrating the rich history of
Shenandoah County.

This popular book tells
about life in the Forestville
area of Shenandoah County.
It was originally published in
1985. It is now available in a
softcover edition. The price is
$27 for members and $26 for
non-members.

By: Barbara Adamson, Member
250 Commemoration Committee

SCHS COMPLETE BOOK LIST
Is available on web site:
www.SCHS1795.com

A beautiful book of 590 pages and 300 photos is finally
available again, but in limited
quantities. The hard-cover
book tells of the many pioneer
families who settled the valley
John Adamson
within a Valley beginning from
the mid 18th century. There
Remembered
were furnaces, resorts and
Dr. Kristen de Graauw is the many stories about this comDendroarchaeologist who worked munity and the proud caring
with Historic Barns Program Man- people who lived there. The
ager John Adamson for nearly two price is $75 for members and
years. John's sudden death on
$70 for non-members.
November 19th led to the cancellation of the Nov. 22nd "encore"
presentation of the SCHS October
ATTENTION
26th Zoom program, "Drilling In
ARE YOUR DUES DUE??
On Dendroarchaeology," which
The date beside the name on
had not been recorded.
your mailing label is the month
Dr. de Graauw subsquently
and year your membership is
recorded a moving video tribute to
due. Thank you for staying
John on November 22nd which
current. Rates on Page 6.
maybe accessed on the SCHS
Please note new amounts.
website: www.SCHS1795.com

VA
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Edinburg VA 22824
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Join the SCHS
New Yearly Dues:
Member: $15 [Newsletter by E-mail]
Member: $20 [Mailed newsletter]
Lifetime $250
Send Fee to address above.
Renewal Date is beside name on
mailing label

Library Schedules 2022 Events
January 3, 2022 (Monday) -- “Sounds of our
County.” An initiative to collect audio recordings that document the everyday noise in
Shenandoah County. Individuals are invited to
create a recording at 1:00PM and submit it to
the library. For more information, go to:
www.countylib.org/local-history
February 15, 2022 (Tuesday) -- Save the date
for our annual Black History Month Program.
At 7:00PM, we will discuss the history of our
local African American schools. More information will follow at a later date
on www.countylib.org/local-history

2022 Barn Calendar
Now Available

Memorials Received
A very sincere thank you
goes out to the many members
and friends who have made Memorial contributions to the SCHS
in memory of John Adamson.
A generous donation has
also been received in memory of
late life member, Jacob Haun, Jr.

Adamson - (Cont. from Page 3)

where he was also a volunteer
tour guide. He served as a member of the Citizen’s Advisory Committee on the Shenandoah County
Comprehensive Plan. He was an
Our Shenandoah County Barn Calendars active member and past president
March 15, 2022 (Tuesday) -- Is the date for
our annual Women’s History Month Program have been extremely popular these last few of the Strasburg Rotary Club and
a past board member of the Shenyears. Each year has featured all different
to be held at 7:00PM. It will once again feabarns throughout the County. We still have andoah Community Foundation.
ture two local women discussing their experi- the 2022 version available, but the supply is
Throughout his life, John apences. More information will be posted at a
preciated listening to and making
dwindling fast.
later date on the website: www.countylib.org/
music, and was in a basement/
You can purchase one by mailing a
local-history
check (payable to SCHS) for $10 + $2 ship- barn/backyard band, the Monkey
Bars, with numerous and valued
ping to SCHS, PO Box 506, Edinburg VA
March 26, 2022 (Saturday) -- Shenandoah
friends for over 25 years. He en22824
County’s 250th Birthday Bash will be celebratjoyed fishing from his canoe for
ed from 6:00 PM - 8:00 PM. More information
bass on the North Fork, spending
on this event will be posted at:
time outdoors, hiking, reading,
SCHS Web Site:
traveling, watching sports, learnwww.sc250.org
www.SCHS1795.com
ing and spending time with friends
and family in good conversation.

